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the time from committing itself to the in-
sanity of active cooperation with the raging
French republic.

The support of the administration was to
be looked for not only in legislatures, but
in the public press, which was rapidly be-
coming a power in the country. Certainly
the flames of passion and prejudice were
fanned most persistently by such journalists
as Freneau and Bache on one side, and Cob-
bett on the other, and it was evident that
the war over the question was to be fought
largely in the columns of newspapers. Web-
ster's federalism was staunch, so was his
personal loyalty to Washington ; but I think
he was asked to manage the new paper
chiefly because in his writings thus far,
both upon political and general topics, he
had shown himself to have that direct and
homely style which makes itself understood
by the people because it is in the dialect of
the people. At any rate, he began at once
vigorously to write and print articles bear-
ing upon the great question of the day. He
informed himself of the historical process of
the French Revolution, but whatever he
wrote was in reference to the effect upon.,